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A ruthless hit man, joins a group of mercenaries deep in a South American jungle. His plan is to
kidnap and collect the million dollar bounty on one of the other hired soldiers during one of their
guerilla missions. Unfortunately for him, other members of his squad have the same idea in mind,
leading to a series of bloody confrontations in the wilderness. Tough to Kill (1978)

** 1/2 (out of 4)

Italian war flick has Luc Merenda playing our military hero who joins a bunch of cut-throats being led
by the evil Major Hagerty (Donald O'Brien). Soon the men head out through the jungles into enemy
territory so that they can blow up a dam but along the way they learn that one of the men are
wanted and have a million dollar price tag on their head. While this film is certainly forgettable in the
long run, there's no doubt that it's pretty entertaining to watch. D'Amato does a pretty good job at
keeping everything moving after a slow first twenty-minutes. We don't really get much character
development but the actors at least bring their characters to life and make them fun to watch. The
film has an ultra low budget so one shouldn't expect anything on a grand scale but I admire the film
for doing so much for such a little price tag. The movie manages to be entertaining thanks in large
part to the actors who really dig deep in their roles and at least seem to be having fun. Pretty much
each character is some sort of stereotype but that's okay simply because of the fun factor. O'Brien
really stands out as the evil Major who likes proving his braveness by challenging men to stand on
top of a grenade. Merenda is also entertaining as the rebel fighting who stands up for whatever is
right and doesn't care who he battles. The actual story isn't the greatest in the world but it at least
gives the characters something to do and gets us through the 90-minutes. There's certainly nothing
groundbreaking or special here but if you're looking for some Euro fun then this movie is certainly
better than a lot of the stuff out there. I saw this pretty much back to back with Fabrizio De Angelis's
THE LAST MATCH (a film made 12 years later but with much of the same crew), and while they're
both "bad" action movies which I happen to absolutely love, I have to admit I enjoyed them for very
different reasons. While LAST MATCH was fun because of the ludicrous heights of its bad-ness,
TOUGH TO KILL is a great movie because it uses its badness to dig a filthy hole in the ground and
wallow in it.

I love absolutely gritty, dirty, low budget movies like this (or any of the many Italian Women-In-Prison
or Nazi Exploitation films made around the same time) because it's all completely fantasic. It's like
being transported to a completely different world with its own sense of reality. In TOUGH TO KILL,
human life isn't so important as getting rich, and the lure of 1 million dollars causes the 4 main
characters to rip each other to pieces even though they need to depend on each other to survive in
the harsh African wilderness. Like the other reviewer said, you can't get much more macho with lots
of guys running around without shirts (even Donald O'Brien, who I'd always assumed was wimp
before this movie) and scarcely one woman in the entire movie. There's explosions, killing, maiming,
etc. but none too graphic and the action scenes are also pretty scarce. What this film has though are
some great African locations and a tightly-constructed plot that will draw you in if you get past the
initial trashiness of the production. By the end of the movie I was actually rooting out loud for the
hero to get the money, and I'm not sure if the surprise ending was exactly what I wanted, but it was
pretty damn close. Have fun seeking out this gem and enjoy!

This film is VASTLY superior to many of D'amato's other films of the time and featuring a very similar
Stelvio Cipriani score to the one used in THE GREAT ALLIGATOR a year later. 646f9e108c 
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